
 
 

Help us shape further planting at Longstone Avenue Open Space 
 

Overview 
 
Brent Council in partnership with 
Energy Garden is undertaking 
additional planting at the entrance to 
Longstone Avenue Open Space off Fry 
Road, outside Newfield Primary School.  
 
The proposals extend the community 
orchard, introduces a climate resilient 
grove, nitrogen fixing trees, and a rain 
garden in the green space, near the 
entrance to Newfield Primary School.  
 
The scheme is designed to provide 
residents, pupils, and community 
groups with opportunities to plant, care 
for, and learn about the countless 
benefits of healthy trees and water 
systems.  
 
This forms part of the delivery of the 
Church End Green Corridors and  
follows the planting of the community 
orchard, hedging, coppice area, and 
trees in Spring 2024 and 2025. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Orchard Extension 
 

      

 

Building off the existing orchard on the West side of the basketball court, 
the proposal is to extend the orchard into the wider open space, planting 
additional 20-30 fruit and nut trees as well as species that help supply 
nutrients to improve tree growth and species that help deter pests.  
 
A community harvest area in between North and South rows of trees could 
provide groups with a space to sort fruit / nuts and trade recipes and uses.   
 
Pictured below is Energy Garden’s community orchard at Brondesbury 
Park. Overground station, where partners and volunteers created a 30-tree 
polyculture orchard across 2 platforms.  



 
 

Climate resilient grove 
 
As shown in the overview diagram, there is potential to 
create a climate resilient grove adjacent to the southern 
section of the school’s basketball court.  
This includes a diversity of trees, perennial shrubs, and a 
variety of groundcover, presenting a great opportunity to 
create a space equipped to withstand and adapt to a 
changing climate. 
 
The grove Energy Garden created in Canonbury 
(pictured right) involved planting a diverse mix of tree, 
shrub, and groundcover species. Creating a grove at 
Longstone Avenue would present students, residents, 
and community groups with the opportunity to learn more 
about the tree and plant species that are future resilient 
in the London context. 
                      
 
Potential grove species  

                    
Eucalyptus pauciflora Tea tree (Leptospermum) Tartarian Maple (Acer tataricum) 



 
 

      
 

                           
 
 
 

              
 
 

Golden rain (Koelreuteria paniculata) Mastic tree (Pistacia lentichi) All spice (Chimonanthus praecox) 

Indian bean tree (Catalpa) Alder (Alnus glutinosa) Nitrogen Fixers St Johns Wart (Hypericum perforatum) 



 
 

Rain Gardens 
 
Rain gardens are shallow areas of ground or dip which receive run-off from roofs and other hard surfaces. They are 
planted with plants that can stand waterlogging for up to 48 hours at a time. More drought-tolerant plants are used 
towards the edges. Storm water fills the depression and then drains. 
 
A rain garden would help recharge the water table, reduce flooding, support pollinators, and teach students about water 
cycles. 
 
Potential rain garden layout, composition  

    
 
 



 
 

Evergreen / flowering trees 
 
Planting a mid-sized evergreen tree on the South end of the site would help provide shade in the paved forecourt during 
hot summer months, allowing parents, students, and staff to take refuge from the sun. During colder months, evergreen 
trees provide continued interest and shelter from the elements. Flowering trees closer to the entrance of Newfield Primary 
school would provide aesthetic value and build biodiversity.  
 
Potential evergreen and flowering species 
 

                           
 Eucalyptus mitchelliana Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo) Mimosa tree (Acacia dealbata) 


