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1.0  PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report provides a summary of the outcomes derived from the public 

consultation for a new School Street Zone at Furness Primary School. The 
design forms part of Brent Council's broader initiative to enhance air quality, 
address the climate emergency, and create a safer environment for children 
to walk and cycle and improve road safety.  
 

1.2 The primary objective of this report is to present the results of the public 
consultation and the feasibility scoping exercise provided by MP Smarter 
Travels for the Furness Primary School, School Street.  
 
The proposed scheme that was consulted on included: 
 
The introduction of a pedestrian and cycle-only zone (School Street) during 
morning pick-up and afternoon drop-off times. This restriction would operate 
Monday to Friday (term-time only), from 8:15 am to 9:15 am and 2:30 pm to 
4:00 pm. 

1.3 The report concludes by recommending that the School Street Zone be 
implemented under an Experimental Traffic Order (ETO), due to the strong 
support the scheme received from both the school and local residents. The 
recommended changes include extending the scheme along Furness Road, 
covering the section from the junction with High Street to Wrottesley Road, 
and the inclusion of Spezia Road. The report therefore recommends the 
implementation of a School Street Zone covering; Furness Road (from 
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High Street to Wrottesley Road), Rucklidge Road, Leghorn Road (from 
the junction with Furness Road to Ancona Road), Spezia Road, Odessa 
Road and Palermo Road 

2.0  BACKGROUND 

2.1 In September 2020, the council initiated 30 pilot schemes for pedestrian 
and cycle zones in the vicinity of schools, designating them as school 
streets. Following the evaluation of the pilot schemes, 27 of them have 
been made permanent. Additionally, four more school streets have been 
implemented and there is now a total of 31 School Street Zones within 
Brent. 

 
2.2 A school street is typically a road adjacent to a school that has a 

temporary restriction for motorised traffic during school arrival and 
dispersal times. The purpose is to create a safer and more pleasant 
environment for students and pedestrians, reducing the risk of accidents 
and encouraging active travel such as walking and cycling. Some 
exemptions apply which include:  

 

• Residents that live within the zone 

• Blue badge holders that live within the zone 

• Emergency services 

• Deliveries 

• Carers 

• Licensed taxis 

• School transport & taxi card transport services 

• Council operational vehicles (statutory services) 

• Medical appointment transport 

• Dial-a-ride 

• Royal Mail 

• Medical practitioner 
 

2.3 This proposal was developed in response to the School Street Matrix, 
which identified high volumes of traffic outside of Furness Primary School 
and high levels of students travelling actively to school. 

 
2.4 Subsequently, the proposed scheme recommended in this report was 

developed to improve road safety for all road users.  
 

3.0 Project Development 
 

3.1 In September 2025, MP Smarter Travel (MPST) was awarded a contract 
to conduct a feasibility study and detailed designs for a proposed school 
street for Furness Primary School. The design originally included 
Rucklidge Avenue, Leghorn Road (from Furness Road to Ancona Road), 
Furness Road (from High Street Harlesden to Spezia Road), Palermo 
Road and Odessa Road. Details of the proposed consulted scheme is 
illustrated in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1- Consulted School Street Scheme  

 
3.2 Due to the results of the consultation the feasibility report was revised 

recommending to include Spezia Road and Furness Road (from High St to 
Wrottesley Rd) within the School Street controls. It was suggested that the 
proposed School Street controls were extended onto the nearby street due 
to high responses from the consultation for it to be included.   
 

3.3 The proposed School Street timings were discussed with the school, and the 
suggested time was between 8:15am–9:15am and 2:30pm–4:00pm. 
 

3.4 Figure 2 below shows the recommended revised School Street arrangement 
from MPST.  
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Figure 2- Proposed Revised School Street  

 
3.5 Furness Primary School is located within a busy residential area of the 

Harlesden and Kensal Green ward that experiences high levels of traffic on 
Furness Road and surrounding roads during school drop-off and pick-up 
times. Alongside ongoing concerns from residents and school staff regarding 
congestion, air pollution, littering and unsafe parking behaviour there is a 
strong case for implementing a School Street to help reduce traffic, improve 
air quality and create safer conditions for pupils and residents. 
 

3.6 The provision of a School Street in the proposed area will reduce the high 
levels of traffic seen on Furness Road and Palermo Road, currently being 
used as likely cut through route and school traffic. This will subsequently 
improve road safety for all road users within the School Street zone. The 
proposed School Street area expands to include Rucklidge Avenue, 
Leghorn Road, and Odessa Road as a precautionary measure to prevent 
traffic displacement. 

 
3.7 Collision Data Review 

 
3.7.1 A review of collision data identified three personal injury (PI) collisions 

within 100 metres of Furness Primary School over the past five years. Two 
of these incidents involved children aged between 4 and 10 years old. The 
proximity of these collisions to the school, together with the involvement of 
young children, reinforces the justification for the proposed School Street 
scheme. By reducing motor vehicle traffic in an area with high levels of 
child pedestrian activity, the proposal is expected to contribute to improved 
road safety and create a safer environment for pupils travelling to and from 
school. 
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3.8 Automated Traffic Count Review  
 
3.8.1 MPST surveyed and reviewed Automatic Traffic Counts for the proposed           

school streets at Furness Primary School. The locations are listed below:  

o ATC F1: Radcliffe Road 
o ATC F2: Leghorn Road 
o ATC F3: Ancona Road 
o ATC F4: Rucklidge Avenue 
o ATC F5: High Street Harlesden 
o ATC F6: Leghorn Road 
o ATC F7: Spezia Road 
o ATC F8: Wrottesley Road 
o ATC F9: Furness Road 
o ATC F10: Furness Road 
o ATC F11: Furness Road 
o ATC F12: Harrow Road 
o ATC F13: Palermo Road 
o ATC F14: Palermo Road 
o ATC F15: Odessa Road 
o ATC F16: Palermo Road 
o ATC F17: Wrottesley Road 

 

 
Figure 2 ATC Locations (School Street Area- Furness Primary School) 
 
3.8.2 This section provides an overview of traffic conditions in the vicinity of the 

proposed School Street location, based on data collected from Automated 
Traffic Counts (ATCs). The information has been used to understand 
typical motor vehicle activity during weekdays, particularly during school 
operating hours. The analysis supports an assessment of congestion 
levels, road safety considerations, and general traffic patterns in the area. 
The data informed initial consideration of the potential for traffic 
displacement that could arise from the introduction of a School Street 
scheme. Table 1 highlights average weekday volumes during operational 
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school street hours between 8:15-9:15am and 2:30-4:00pm across all ATC 
sites.  

 
Traffic data collected from 16 sites around Furness Primary School shows 
that vehicle activity consistently increases during school start and end times, 
although the scale varies by location. Sensors ATC F4, F6, F7, F9, F10, 
F13, F15 and F16 were analysed in greater detail as they correspond to the 
proposed School Street locations 
 
Key patterns highlighted below: 
 

• All analysed ATC sites experienced increased vehicle volumes 
during School Street hours compared to daytime averages. 

• Peak times: Afternoon (PM) peaks are generally stronger and more 
consistent than morning peaks. 

• Some roads (e.g. Rucklidge Avenue, Leghorn Road) show spikes 
linked directly to school drop-off and pick-up, indicating concentrated 
school-related congestion. 

• Others (e.g. Furness Road: F9 & F10) carry high background traffic 
and function as through routes, with smaller school-specific 
increases. 

• Furness Road (F9) showed the highest peaks with Palermo Road 
also holding significant volumes of traffic.  

 
Furness Road (F9) recorded the highest overall traffic volumes, peaking at 
119.8 vehicles per 15 minutes at 17:15, reflecting its role as a busy through-
route. Other notable peaks were observed on Palermo Road (F13), which 
reached 62.4 vehicles at 15:15; Furness Road (F10), with 56.8 vehicles at 
16:45; Leghorn Road (F6), with a morning peak of 51.2 vehicles at 08:45; 
Palermo Road east of Odessa Road (F16), which peaked at 47.8 vehicles 
at 16:00; and Rucklidge Avenue (F4), which similarly reached 47.2 vehicles 
at 16:00. Spezia Road (F7) has very low volumes, suggesting it is not a 
significant access route for school traffic. 

 

 

Vehicles per hour during School Street 
operating hours on average weekday 

Site AM (08:15-09:15) PM (14:30-16:00) 

F1 - Radcliffe Avenue 113.2 154.2 

F2 - Leghorn Road 120.2 181.4 

F3 - Ancona Road 67.4 92.4 

F4 - Rucklidge Avenue 117 239.6 

F5 - A404 High Street Harlesden 1073.8 1592.8 

F6 - Leghorn Road 168.2 259.2 

F7 - Spezia Road 23.6 43.2 

F8 - A4000 Wrottesley Road 817 1299 

F9 - Furness Road 365.8 534 

F10 - Furness Road 130.8 251.4 

F11 - Furness Road 108.4 265.2 

F12 - A404 Harrow Road 1172.4 1864.4 

F13 - Palermo Road 174.2 291.4 

F14 - A4000 Wrottesley Road 878 1338 

F15 - Odessa Road 80 124.2 

F16 - Palermo Road 109.4 246.6 

F17 - A4000 Wrottesley Road 766.6 1194.4 
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Table 1- Traffic Volumes during proposed morning and afternoon School 
Street operations times 

 
4       Proposed Local Road Safety Improvements 
 
4.1      Considering the recommendations from the consultants, input received from 

the schools along with observed traffic patterns, a school street zone was 
identified to enhance road safety and improve air quality around the school.  

 
4.2 The proposed scheme consulted on is shown graphically in Appendix A and 

includes the following provisions:  
 

The consultation was run for the Introduction of a pedestrian, cycle-only 
zone (school street) during pick-up and drop-off times in the morning and 
afternoon. This restriction would operate Monday to Friday (term-time 
only) from 8:15 am- 9:15 am and 2:30- 4 pm. Exempt vehicles will be able 
to access the street during the closure times, but all other vehicles will be 
prohibited. This would improve road safety by reducing the volume of cars 
and improving visibility for all road users.  

 
5           CONSULTATIONS AND RESULTS  

 
5.1 Consultation Procedure 

 
5.2 Public consultation ran from the 12th February 2026 for 21 days.  

 
5.3 A consultation letter, questionnaire and plans showing the proposals were 

distributed to 583 addresses within the area.  
 

5.4 The consultation documents were also emailed and posted to the local ward 
Councillors, interested groups and statutory authorities including the 
emergency services. 
 

5.5 In addition to the public consultation the Council also held a drop-in session 
at Furness Primary School, on the 12th February 2026 from 4 pm until 6 pm. 
Providing those consulted with an opportunity to ask questions relating the 
proposals.  

 
5.6 Copies of the documents sent out are included in Appendix A. 
 
6 CONSULTATION AND RESULTS 
 
6.1 Consultation Procedure  
 
6.2 Table 3 shows the number and percentage of questionnaire responses 

received from the consultation and Table 4 shows the numbers and 
percentage of respondents who are supportive of or objected to the 
proposed measures. 
 

 Number  Number  

Questionnaires Sent 
Out  

583 100% 
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Questionnaires 
Returned  

81 14% 

 Table 3 – Questionnaire Response Rate 

 
Q1) Overall, do you support the proposals highlighted in the drawing leaflet titled 
Overview? 

 Number Percentage  

Yes 51 63% 

No 27  33% 

I have no opinion 

 
3 4% 

Table 4 – Responses to the consultation questionnaire.  
 
6.2    In Table 2, it is indicated that a total of 51 questionnaires were returned, 

representing a response rate of 14%. This response rate is higher than 
those observed in other consultations conducted by the Healthy Streets and 
Parking Services. 

 
6.3 The results of the questionnaire indicated that 63% were supportive of the 

proposals, 33% objected, whilst 4% had no opinion 
 

6.4 Given the information provided, there was clear support for the introduction 
of the proposed School Street Zone for Furness Primary School.  

 
6.5 Section 7 below considers comments, and objections received in more 

detail. 
 
7.0  CONSULTATION RESPONSE SUMMARY/ MITIGATION   
 
7.1 This section has summarised all the responses received during the 

consultation period.  

Councillor Kelcher responded in favour of the School Street zone.  
 
Consultation responses from inside the School Street Zone are 
summarised below.  

Responses from within the proposed scheme area are mixed but overall 
supportive, with 51 responses in favour (63%), 27 opposed (33%), and 3 
with no opinion (4%). Support is particularly strong among residents on 
Rucklidge Avenue, Leghorn Road and Palermo Road (37 responses, 
predominantly supportive). 

 
Support for the scheme is primarily driven by the following themes: 
 

• Concerns about speeding vehicles, poor driver behaviour, and 
unsafe conditions for children during school peak times. 

• Traffic described as “relentless”, “overbearing” and sometimes 
“gridlocked”. 
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• Repeated references to high pollution levels, including residents 
stating they can “taste the pollution” outside their homes. 

• Support for discouraging drop-offs and inappropriate parking on 
residential roads. 

• The school street is seen as a way to promote walking and cycling 
for children. 

• Recognition of cleaner air and safer streets for children. 

• Suggestions to extend operating hours or introduce additional traffic 
management measures. 

• References to similar school streets working successfully 
elsewhere. 

 
Opposition within the area tends to focus on practical and 
implementation concerns, including: 
 

• Access for visitors, carers and family members, particularly for 
elderly or vulnerable residents. 

• Administrative burden associated with permit systems (e.g. Ringo 
app and visitor registration). 

• Impacts on businesses and contractors, including access 
restrictions during working hours. 

• Traffic displacement, with concerns that congestion will increase on 
surrounding roads such as Park Parade, Wrottesley Road and 
Harrow Road. 

• Parking pressures and existing CPZ issues, particularly on roads 
such as Leghorn Road and Palermo Road. 

• Perceived lack of proportionality, with some feeling the level of 
restriction does not match the scale or duration of the problem. 

• Fairness concerns, particularly relating to exemptions and impacts 
on non-residents. 

 
Overall, while there is clear majority support within the scheme area, 
feedback highlights the importance of carefully considering access, 
exemptions and traffic displacement to ensure the scheme delivers its 
intended benefits without creating unintended impacts. 
 
Consultation responses from outside the School Street Zone are 
summarised below.  
 
Responses from residents outside the proposed School Street area show 
strong overall opposition (63 responses or 91% of responses), with only a 
small number expressing support. The most common concern is that the 
scheme will displace traffic onto surrounding roads, increasing congestion, 
journey times and engine idling. This is raised consistently by residents on 
Spezia Road (10 responses, roughly 16% of all responses) and Ancona 
Road (6 responses, 10%), which together account for over a quarter of all 
feedback. Many respondents feel the proposals would worsen already 
difficult conditions on key routes including Harrow Road, Wrottesley Road 
and Park Parade. 
 
Additional to Spezia Road and Ancona Road, the majority of responses 
were very local to the proposed School Street zone, roads with higher 
opposing votes include; Bramston Road and Tubb Road (3 opposed per 
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road), Cardinal Hinsley Close, Haycroft Gardens, High Street and Burns 
Road (2 opposed per road).  
 

The most frequently raised concern is that the scheme will redistribute traffic 
onto surrounding roads, rather than reduce it overall. Residents repeatedly 
stated that: 

 

• Traffic levels are already “very high” or “at breaking point” 

• The scheme will increase congestion on adjacent streets, 
particularly main routes such as Harrow Road, Wrottesley Road 
and Park Parade 

• Surrounding residential roads will experience increased traffic 
volumes, idling, and bottlenecks 

• Many respondents described this as: “moving the problem 
elsewhere” and “creating congestion in other people’s streets” 

 
This concern was particularly strong among residents of Ancona Road and 
Spezia Road. There is also a strong perception that the scheme is 
inconsistently applied and unfair, with respondents highlighting differences 
in treatment between neighbouring roads, impacts without exemptions, and 
requests to extend the scheme to include roads such as Spezia Road and 
Furness Road (east of Spezia Road). While some respondents support the 
principal of a School Street, they oppose the current boundary design, 
which they consider inequitable. A smaller number also raised concerns 
about potential impacts on the school, including reduced accessibility for 
families particularly those travelling longer distances or in temporary 
accommodation and the possibility of declining pupil numbers. 
 
Responses opposing the scheme  
 
Several residents also emailed the Healthy Streets and Parking team 
directly; their responses have been summarised below.  
 
Email responses received by Brent Council were advocating for the 
inclusion of Spezia Road within the scheme boundary. Respondents 
consistently argue that the current proposals would displace traffic, parking 
and associated impacts onto their street, which is located immediately 
adjacent to the school. Several submissions highlight the risk of Spezia 
Road becoming a cut-through route and informal drop-off area, leading to 
increased congestion, idling and safety risks on what is described as a 
narrow residential street. These responses also raise concerns regarding 
fairness and consistency in the application of the scheme boundary, as well 
as requesting clearer evidence to support the scheme’s anticipated air 
quality benefits. In addition, some respondents highlight potential impacts 
on carers and access for residents, and question whether the consultation 
process has adequately reached affected households. The coordinated 
nature of these representations, including reference to a local residents’ 
group and petition, indicates a high level of engagement and concern 
regarding the proposed scheme design. 
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An email was also received by a garage located on Palermo Road 
concerned about what the restrictions would mean for their businesses. The 
business will be able to operate as usual, with customers of the garage able 
to gain exemptions from the restrictions.  
 
Petition Spezia Road  
 
A petition was also received by Brent Council on 6 March 2026. This had 
39 signatures from residents on Spezia Road. The petition requested that 
Spezia Road be included within the School Street area. 
 

Consultation analysis summary  
 

Following the consultation, including a petition submitted by residents of 
Spezia Road and a high volume of consistent feedback advocating for its 
inclusion, the proposed School Street design has been revised to include 
Spezia Road and the eastern section of Furness Road. This change reflects 
the concerns raised regarding traffic displacement, safety, and fairness, and 
follows careful consideration of all comments received. The inclusion of the 
eastern section of Furness Road is necessary to prevent vehicle turning 
movements and potential U-turning at the Spezia Road junction, which 
could otherwise create additional congestion and safety issues. Overall, this 
amendment ensures a more consistent and effective scheme design, better 
aligned with the objectives of reducing traffic, improving safety, and 
minimising unintended impacts on surrounding streets. 
 
The surrounding roads will be monitored during the Experimental Traffic 
Order, and if traffic displacement is evidenced, appropriate measures will 
be taken. 

 
7.2      Officer Response and recommendation  

 
The proposed School Street Zone at Furness Primary School, covering 
Rucklidge Avenue, Leghorn Road, Furness Road (from High St to 
Wrottesley Rd), Spezia Road, Palermo Road and Odessa Road, has been 
subject to a comprehensive public consultation and feasibility assessment.  
 
Feedback was received from residents, the school community, 
stakeholders and Councillor Kelcher, alongside supporting technical 
analysis including collision data and traffic surveys. 

The overall consultation outcome demonstrates a clear level of support for 
the proposed scheme, with 63% of respondents in favour, 33% opposed, 
and 4% expressing no opinion. This level of support, alongside strong 
backing from the school and supporting technical evidence, indicates that 
the scheme is appropriate to progress. 

The key considerations informing this recommendation are outlined below. 
 

Support from the School 
Support from Furness Primary School has been instrumental in the 
development of the proposed scheme. The school has worked 
collaboratively with the Council and consultants to help shape the design 
and operating times, recognising the benefits of a School Street in 
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improving pupil safety, reducing traffic congestion, and enhancing the local 
environment. The school’s active engagement and support are critical to 
the successful delivery and ongoing operation of the scheme, particularly 
in communicating arrangements to parents and encouraging behaviour 
change. 
 
Collision data assessment and highway conditions  
 
Collision data identified three personal injury collisions within 100m of the 
school, including two involving young children. This indicates existing 
safety risks and supports the need for measures to reduce traffic and 
improve conditions for vulnerable users.  

Traffic data shows clear increases in vehicle volumes during school peak 
times, with certain roads experiencing significant congestion and through-
traffic. This supports the justification for a School Street to reduce traffic 
levels and improve safety. 
 
Scheme design and mitigation 
 
The scheme was revised from its original design to include Spezia Road 
and part of Furness Road, east of Spezia Road, following the petition 
received raising concerns regarding traffic displacement, safety, and 
fairness. Appropriate exemptions will be in place, and operational impacts 
such as access and enforcement will be managed through the scheme 
design. 
 
The scheme will be reviewed during the Experimental Traffic Order period, 
and if traffic displacement is evidenced on roads outside the zone, 
appropriate additional measures may be introduced. 
 
Deliverability 
 
The scheme is considered deliverable due to school support, majority 
resident backing, and supporting evidence. Implementation under an 
Experimental Traffic Order (ETO) will allow monitoring and adjustments to 
address any issues. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the consultation outcomes, supporting technical evidence and 
design refinements, it is considered that the proposed School Street Zone 
at Furness Primary School is appropriate to progress. The scheme will 
contribute to improved road safety, reduced traffic volumes, better air 
quality and a more supportive environment for walking and cycling. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the scheme be implemented under an 
Experimental Traffic Order, with ongoing monitoring and engagement to 
ensure its long-term effectiveness and success. 

 
9.0 EQUALITIES ANALYSIS   

9.1 Appendix B is an Equalities Impact Assessment for the Healthy 
Neighbourhood and School Streets schemes. 
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10 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

10.1 This scheme is funded by Transport for London, which has allocated 
£78,000 for the current financial year (2026/27) which will cover the TMO 
signage and project management costs. The funding is designated for the 
School Streets programme, covering four schools. Feasibility and 
consultation costs were covered using the 2025/26 TfL budget and we plan 
to use repurposed cameras for the enforcement of this scheme. 
 

11 RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
11.1  After duly considering all the factors set out in this report, it is recommended 

that the revised scheme, as shown in Appendix B, including Spezia Road and 
part of Furness Road east of Spezia Road, proceeds to the advertisement of 
an Experimental Traffic Management Order for a period of 18 months 

 
12 APPENDICES/ ANNEX  
 

 Appendix A   Consultation Documents 
 Appendix B  Revised Design Drawing 
 Annex A  Equalities Impact Assessment 
  
 _______________________________________________________ 

 
AGREED / REJECTED                     

Signed:  

Date: 22 May 2026 

Sandor Fazekas 
Head of Healthy Streets and Parking 

 
Local Government Act 1972 – Access to Information 
The following items were used in the preparation of the report: 

 
1. Consultation responses and analysis 
2. The above documents may be inspected / copied by contacting: 
Contact Officer: P Asgari, Principal Engineer, Healthy Streets and Parking,  
Telephone: 0208 937 5600 
Email: healthystreets&parking@brent.gov.uk

mailto:healthystreets&parking@brent.gov.uk
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Appendix A- Consultation Document  
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Appendix A- Consultation Drawing  
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Appendix B Revised Design Drawing  
 

 


